
Truth in the Age of 

Populism: In Defense 

of Commons  



What is Populism? 
 Benjamin Moffitt explains in his book “The Global Rise of 

Populism”: It is ultimately a “style”, with heavy reliance on “bad 
manners” to project authenticity; 

 

 Jan-Werner Müller in “What is Populism” (2016: 1) : “Populists 
claim that they and they alone speak in the name of what they 
tend to call the „real people‟ or the „silent majority‟. This claim to a 
moral monopoly of representation has two consequences that are 
immediately deleterious for democracy. Populists accuse all other 
political contenders of being illegitimate.”  

 

 Overlapping with fascism, but not necessarily the same.  



What is Truth? 
 Socratic-Cartesian definition: We were born with “truth”, we can 

arrive at it through deductive reasoning; 

 

 Newtonian-positivist: Truth is built upon empirically-verifiable facts, 
inductive reasoning; 

 

 Post-modernism: There is no single “Truth”, but “truths”. Power 
shapes and is shaped by knowledge (Nietzsche; Foucault);  

 

 Conventional understanding: verifiable facts on matters of inter-
subjective importance, which are essential starting points for any 
rational exchange  

 Jurgen Habermas: “Discursive rationality”.  

 

 



 

 

 New Media as Commons  



Social Media& Revolution 

Source: globalizationprojectteam2.weebly.com 
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Tahrir Square  



6th October Bridge 



 



Twitter Devolutions 
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Fake News  
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What’s the Relevance to Us in the 

Philippines?  



 



 Digital in 2017: Filipinos spent an average of 4 hours 

and 17 minutes per day on social media sites such as 

Facebook, Snapchat and Twitter (Inquirer) 

 

 In contrast: Japan saw only 40 minutes spent per day 

on social media.  



 Digital in 2017 



Not Satire 











Original Fake News: Orson Welles‟s radio adaptation of 

“The War of the Worlds. 



 

 

 What is impact on our politics? 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                          Solutions…. 



Proper Regulation 
 Facebook: “world‟s biggest publisher without attendant 

responsibilities.”  

 

 Government regulation: Ban and punish fake news 

vendors, depending on the gravity of its impact; 

 

 Models: Effective filtering out of fake news during the 

French and upcoming German elections; 



 “Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” – Thomas 

Jefferson  

Source: history.com 


