Truth in the Age of
Populism: In Defense
of Commons




What is Populism?

® Benjamin Moffitt explains in his book “The Global Rise of
Populism”: It is ultimately a “style”, with heavy reliance on “bad
manners” to project authenticity;

® Jan-Werner Muller in “What is Populism” (2016: 1) : “Populists
claim that they and they alone speak in the name of what they
tend to call the ‘real people’ or the ‘silent majority’. This claim to a
moral monopoly of representation has two consequences that are
iImmediately deleterious for democracy. Populists accuse all other
political contenders of being illegitimate.”

® OQverlapping with fascism, but not necessarily the same.




What I1s Truth?

® Socratic-Cartesian definition: We were born with “truth”, we can
arrive at it through deductive reasoning;

® Newtonian-positivist: Truth is built upon empirically-verifiable facts,
iInductive reasoning;

® Post-modernism: There is no single “Truth”, but “truths”. Power
shapes and is shaped by knowledge (Nietzsche; Foucault);

® Conventional understanding: verifiable facts on matters of inter-
subjective importance, which are essential starting points for any
rational exchange
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New Media as Commons
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Source: globalizationprojectteam2.weebly.com
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Twitter Devolutions

Source: VOACTIVE.com



Fake News

SYRIAN REFUGEE RENOUNGES ISLAM
AFTER TASTING BACON FOR FIRST TIME




Top 5 Fake Election Stories

by Facebook Engagement
(three months before election)

“Pope Francis Shocks World, Endorses Donald Trump
for President, Releases Statement”

(960,000, Ending the Fed)

“WikiLeaks CONFIRMS Hillary Sold Weapons to ISIS...
Then Drops Another BOMBSHELL! Breaking News”’
(789,000, The Political Insider)

“IT’S OVER: Hillary’s ISIS Email Just Leaked &
It’s Worse Than Anyone Could Have Imagined”
(754,000, Ending the Fed)

“Just Read the Law: Hillary Is Disqualified
From Holding Any Federal Office”
(701,000, Ending the Fed)

Source: BuzzFeeehcAGEMENT REFERS TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SHARES, REACTIONS, AND COMMENTS
News FOR A PIECE OF CONTENT ON FACEBOOK SOURCE: FACEBOOK DATA VIA BUZZSUMO
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Total Facebook Engagements for
Top 20 Election Stories
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_FAKE NEWS |
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ENGAGEMENT REFERS TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SHARES, REACTIONS, AND COMMENTS

R A PIECE OF CONTENT ON FACEBOOK SOURCE: FACEBOOK DATA VIA BUZZSUMO
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® What’s the Relevance to Us in the
Philippines?
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¢ Digital in 2017: Filipinos spent an average of 4 hours
and 17 minutes per day on social media sites such as
Facebook, Snapchat and Twitter (Inquirer)

® In contrast: Japan saw only 40 minutes spent per day
on social media.




A SOCIAL NATION

nation for the highest
percentage of social web usage
among top 50 Opera Mini user
countries.

of all Opera Mini users
and page views in
Philippines are on
social-networking sites.

Opera SMW report, June 2015
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About Us
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The Guardian is an online satirical blog that covers global politics,

Juterte Attracts More Investors As Bill
Gates Invests Szo Billion In The
Philippines

business, technology, entertainment, science, health and media. It is
accessible from over 190 countries worldwide — now including South
Sudan. Do not confuse vourself as we are no way affiliated to or connect:

to “The Guardian”

Our mission is to ridicule the timid ignorance which obstructs our

progress, and promote intelligence — which presses forward

Honest

The Guardian is a satirical and spoof news website, taking a daily swij

at current affairs from around the world

We aim to be equal opportunity piss-takers and have no pastitat{
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Makibalita 24/7 | Philippine News Portal

HOME DUTERTENEWS TRENDING BREAKING NEWS VIRAL SHOCKING

- RELIABLE, RUGGED, DESIGN FOR
INDUSTRIAL EMBEDDED FLEASH'STO

SHOCKING

Delima Buys $6 million Mansion in New
York | Government to probe source of




PHL's human rights situation
commended at UPR

MANILA, May 20 -- A total of 95 of the 109 attendees
of the Universal Periodic Review(UPR) held in
Geneva, Switzerland early this month commended the

NS TR AR (HA[RB  Philippines for its improved human rights...
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Original Fake News: Orson Welles’s radio adaptation of
“The War of the Worlds.
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®* What is impact on our politics?




Computational
-~ Propaganda
Research Project

Working paper no. 2017.12

Troops, Trolls and Troublemakers: A Global
Inventory of Organized Social Media Manipvulation

Samantha Bradshaw, Universilty of Oxford
Philip N. Howard, Universify of Oxford
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Figure 1: Organizational density of cyber troops, 2017
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Table 1: Strategies, tools and technigues for social media manipulation

Messaging and walence Commamication strategy

Social media
COATIITHETES

Gowermrment
websites, accounts
cr applicationes

Fake accounts

Individual tanpeting

Argentina *] Evidence found Automated

Mustralia v | . Automated

Azerbaijan +i'+/n |  Ewidence found Automated

Bahrain | Evidence Faund fusomated, Fuman -

Brazil =T Evidence found futomated, Human, Evidence found

‘ Cybarg

China i Hurman Ewdence found

Czech Republic n | .. .. .

Ecuadar ¥ |  Ewidence found fgomated, Fuman Evidence found -

Germany *] |  Ewvidence faund Automated Evidence found Evidence found

india &) | . Ewidence found

ran #iTi Autormated . Ewdence found

Israed + . . Evidence found Ewidence found

Mexico *] Evidence found futomated, Human, Evidence found
Ciybarg

Morth Korea #) . Hurman

Poland ' | Evidence Found Hurman

Fhilippines ] Evidence found avtomated -

Russia +f+n Evidence found Sufomated, Fuman Ewvidence found

Sawdi Arabia #im Avtormated

Serbia #J . Hurman

South Korea v Evidence found figomated, Fuman

Syria * | Evidence found Automated . -

Taiwan +{'+/n Evidenoe fownd Cybmrg, Human Evidence found Ewidence found

Turkey +] Evidenioe fownd dusomated, Fuman Evidence found

United Kingdaom Evidence found Human Evidence found Ewidence found

Ukraane # | Hurman Evidence found

United States i futomated, Human, Ewdence found
Cyharg

Venezvela | fitomated, Fuman Evidence found -

Vietnam | Human Evidence found




Table 2: Organizational forms

Politicians and Parties Civil Society Gtizens Private Number
Contractor  of Forms
Argentina Ministry of Communication Republican Proposal Party . . . 2
President's Office
Mustralia . The Coalitian . . . | 2
Azerbaijan . . IRELI, the IT . . 1
Academy
Bahrain Wational Cyber Crime Linit . . . | 1
Brazil . Brazilian Social Democracy Party . Evidence | Agencia Pepper 3
(PSDB), Warker's Party (PT) Faund J no.hot
China State Internet Information Office, Ministry of . . Evidence . 2
Industry and Information Technology, Found
Ministry of Public Security, Communist Party
Czech Centre Against Terrorism and Hybrid . . . . 1
Republic Threats
Germany Cyber-Kommanda der Bundeswehr Alternative for Germany (AFD) . . . | |
Ecuador Ministry of Strategic Sectors . . . Ribeney, 2
President's Office Percera and
Xirmah Digital
India . Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) . Evidence - 2
Faund
Iran Revolutionary Guard, Supreme Council of . . . . 1
Cyberspace
Israed Israel| Defence Force . ksrael Under Fire . . 2
Prime Minister's Office
Mexico . Institutional Revolutionary Party . Evidence Andreas 3
(PRI Faund Sepulveda
North United Front Department and . . . . 1
Korea Reconnaissance General Bureau
Poland . Evidence Found . Evidence Found
Philippines . The Partido Demakratico Piliping- | Evidence Found | Evidence | Mic Gabunada &
Lakas no Bavan Faund




Table 3: Organizational budget, behavior and capacity
Budget information

Organizational behavior
[USD)

Argentina
Australia
Azerbaijan

Bahrain
Brazil

China

Czech Republic
Ecwador

Germany
india
Iran

Isracl
Mexico
Morth Korea

Paland
Philippines

1012
1003
3021

1023
2010

2041

2027
2014

aa1k
2023
a3
2013
3017
2003

2015

aq1l

Clear hierarchy and reporting
structure, coordination acrass

AREMIeE

3m Clear hierarchy and reporting

structure, coordination acrass
agencies, integrated with

campaign and party arganzation
Clear hierarchy and reporting
structure, coordination acrass

agendies

.. Coordination across agencies

Multiple contracts to
private companies,

estimated at zoo,000

6op,000 Infarmal, Eminal tearns

Come conrdination acrass teams

200,000 Liminal membership, but some
coordination across teams

3540

50,000

2,000,000

e La

©300

30,000
400

200

400500

Training is
pravided

Extended use,
beyond election
day

Training is
provided, reward

system

Reward system
limited
Training is
provided, reward
wystem
Training is
pravided



BEaby Boomers Most Likely to See Political Posts on
Facebook That Support Their Own Views

Among those who pay atffention fo posts about government and politics on
Facebook, %5 who say these posts are ... in ine with their own views

m Alwavs//most of the time m Some of the timme
Mot too often m Coesnt = opinions

rillennial

Generation X

Ba byw Boomer

Mumbers may notadd up to 100 because of rounding.
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Solutions....

I »



Proper Regulation

® Facebook: “world’s biggest publisher without attendant
responsibilities.”

® Government regulation: Ban and punish fake news
vendors, depending on the gravity of its impact;

® Models: Effective filtering out of fake news during the
French and upcoming German elections;




“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” — Thomas
Jefferson

ource: nistory.com



